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Play Time for Lady Toy 
                        By Mick Floyd Sandown Racing & Media Manager 

 
Greyhound racing’s highest profile bridesmaid is no more following Lady Toy’s breathtaking 
last-to-first win in tonight’s $58,000 group 2 McKenna Memorial at Sandown Park last night. 
 
Despite qualifying four lengths faster than any other heat winner, Lady Toy was sent to the 
boxes an easing $3.40 favourite and was last soon after box rise which allowed her to drop 
down to the rail as the well supported Spring Leaf and Ballerino vied for the early lead. 
 
Past the post the first time, Lady Toy was sixth and began to make her move. She tacked 
onto What’s Chewing down the back and followed him beneath Lektra Concord. Past the 
595m boxes, What’s Chewing ($5.80) railed under the lamp lighter Spring Leaf ($3.10) while 
Lady Toy switched to the outer and in a memorable run to the line, Lady Toy prevailed by half 
a length. 

                            Lady Toy too good in the McKenna Memorial 

 
 
“It was Lady Toy’s first win at group level in eight attempts having been placed on seven 
occasions. 
 
“Finally!” said trainer Brooke Ennis. 
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“She’s always raced so consistently and tonight she just got the nice clear run that she needed. I didn’t think 
she was going to get there as they came back past the boxes but she did and I couldn’t be more happy with 
her.” 
Her winning time of 34.05 was 0.01 faster than her heat win, a fact that was particularly pleasing for Ennis. 
 
“She got bunched up a little more and had to work a little harder this week than last so to put up that time is 
really pleasing. We’ve been really happy with her this week and she’s been well in herself and it was great 
she could put it all together tonight. 
 
The win took her prize money beyond $344,000, making her the sixth highest earning active greyhound in 
the country. 
 
“She’s such a great race dog, nothing fazes her at all. She’s been second in four group 1s and now has a 
group race behind her, we’re very proud of her.” 
 
Ennis was particularly effusive in her praise for Jim Psaila and Norma Gost who prepared the greyhound 
prior to joining her Lara kennel. 
 
“We’re very appreciative to Jim and Norma and thank them for allowing us to have the opportunity with her. 
She was only going to be with us for the Perth Cup and six months later she’s still here and we couldn’t be 
more grateful. 
 
Lady Toy will now set her sights on claiming her first group 1 
title with the heats of the National Distance Championship at 
the end of the month. 
 

Lady Toy with Brooke Ennis at the race Presentation 

 
 
 
After the placed runners the field finished in the following order 
4th Lektra Concord ($17.40), 5th Mepunga Tiara ($11.50), 6th 
Zipping Maggie ($22.40) 7th Ballerino ($7.10) and 8th Know 
Danger ($15.50). 

Lady Toy is raced by Norma Gost and is trained by Brooke Ennis at Lara in Victoria. By Our Toyman form 
Railway Shiraz (Bombastic Shiraz x Tea Towel). She is a Black Bitch whelped June 2012 she has won 20 of 
her 67 starts and has been placed on 30 occasions and with the $40,000 first prize for the McKenna 
Memorial it took her current stake earnings to $344,772.  
 
The McKenna Memorial was first run in 1971 and acknowledges the contribution to the Sandown Club by 
legendary administrator Jack McKenna. McKenna came to Sandown and took the job of Club secretary in 
the 1940’s from Tatura in central Victoria. He had held the position of secretary of the Tatura Plumpton 
Coursing Club and he made a major impact after arriving in the city. He was instrumental in the club’s 
advancement in many ways but importantly its move across the railway line and the purchase of the land of 
the current site. McKenna’s ability as an administrator is still to this day talked about in revenant terms and 
the sport and particularly Sandown will always be in his debt. The honour roll listed below of past winners is 
a classy one it starts with National Distance Champ Saki Dasher trained by Aussie Rules superstar Bob Pratt 
and finishes with all-time stakes record holder Xylia Allen jointed this year by Lady Toy with the race 
conducted over 595 since 2010. Prior to the staying event was conducted over the 700 and the list contains 
some of the best stayers of all time.        
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1971 Saki Dasher, 1972 Binica, 1973 Lizrene, 1974 Audiro, 1975 La Sierra, 1976 Bolta's Gift, 
1977 Miss O'Dare, 1978 Irish Temptress, 1979 Precious Charm, 1980 Tarmoor Eagle, 1981 
Leader's Jester, 1982 Supplier, 1983 Quick Pulse, 1984 Sheila's Teresa, 1985 Doris Lee, 1986 
Plunderer, 1987 High Intensity, 1988 Lady Paragon, 1989 Rules, 1990 National Honour, 1991 
Pleasure, 1992 Pace Galore, 1993 Havadip, 1994 Minyama, 1995 Keon Star, 1996 Wiljaver, 
1997 Sam's Idol, 1998 Totally Ablaze, 1999 Kobble Creek, 2000 Osti's Joker, 2001 Pearl 
Larricki, 2002 Boomeroo, 2003 Arvo’s Junior, 2004 Arvo’s Athena, 2005 Malfoy, 2006 Token 
Arrow, 2007 Miss Grub, 2008 Fallen Zorro, 2009 Mantra Lad, 2010 Flash Of Light, 2011 Strong 
Intention, 2012 Irma Bale, 2013 Proven Impala and 2014 Xylia Allen. 
 

                     Thanks to Mick Floyd Sandown Racing &Media Manager for story content. 
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